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      Humanities 111: Introduction to Humanities



      The Middle Ages & Renaissance

Section 6335

                                    Spring 2011 • Florence, Italy
Instructor: 

Ruth R. Miller

E-mail: 

dvcforstudents@gmail.com  *

*please use this e-mail rather than my DVC e-mail for Spring 2011

Class time: 

TTh 8:30-10:20 am *

* Punctuality and full class attendance matters

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will explore the cultural production – art, architecture, literature, the performing arts – and ideas of the Medieval and Renaissance periods (roughly 500 through the 1600s). The course employs an integrative Humanities approach, one which encourages students to forge connections between different art forms and the ideas that provided their cultural context. 

Since our subject and period is vast we will cover some developments in a more accelerated “survey” manner so that we may examine others with closer attention and greater detail. Students will learn to formally analyze and compare and contrast different artistic forms. Students are expected to grapple with the ideas and perspectives that are brought up in class and in our readings so that we may arrive at a more profound understanding of our subject. 
This class will take full advantage of our unique Florentine setting. From the intimacy of portrait paintings to the bold pronouncements of public sculpture we will examine how the arts, architecture and urban fabric constitute a "portrait" of Florence. Students will benefit from the unique opportunity to examine the objects of their study directly on site, and classes will take full advantage of the surrounding environment of Florence. The architecture, museums, galleries, gardens and other artistically significant sites in Florence will animate the historical subjects of this class.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to:

 • explain in objective historical terms the precise, important steps in the origin and evolution of the Western cultural heritage as seen in the Middle Ages and Renaissance and Baroque era

• analyze the interconnections that exist among diverse areas of the humanities in the Middle Ages and Renaissance and Baroque era.

• analyze the Western past and present and construct historical, causal connections between the two periods.

• analyze formally and contextually the essential significance of key monuments and documents from 500 to 1700.

COURSE GOALS: Primary goals of the class are to educate students in the arts, history and ideas of the western world, to develop students’ skills in analyzing art forms in terms of both their form and content, to enable students’ ability to identify characteristics of artistic and cultural movements as well as those of individual works of art. Students should cultivate an appreciation of the content of various artistic works, both for what they reveal about the time in which they were created and for what they reveal about our ongoing capacity to appreciate their form and content. 

Students will be instructed in both formal analysis and content analysis. Cultural analysis involves a close examination of both the subject’s form and content: its medium, style, aesthetic techniques, themes, narrative structure and the meanings such forms reveal.

Students shall develop familiarity with some of the content and methods of the interdisciplinary Humanities. This includes the ability to compare and contrast and interpret works of literature, the visual and the performing arts, and comprehend and challenge ideas proposed by authors and artists. Through class discussion, assignments and exams students shall respond critically to works through a combination of analysis, synthesis and evaluation and shall demonstrate comprehension of readings through recall and application of ideas. Students shall learn to analyze works of art and architecture on site and work productively on collaborative projects with classmates. Students shall improve their skills in critical thinking by reading, writing, and class discussion. After successful completion of this course, students should better understand various aspects of their cultural heritage and the interconnectedness of the arts and ideas that make up the Humanities. 
COURSE FORMAT: This course will combine lecture, visual and aural demonstrations (via slides, computer projections, dvd, cds, etc.), in-class discussion, on site analysis of art / architecture, in and out of class project development, and student presentations. Students should take notes when announcements are made at the beginning of class, during lectures and class discussions and when viewing all slide and media material. You should also take notes on all assigned reading material and give close attention to any distributed reading questions. 

REQUIRED TEXTS AND OTHER PURCHASES: 

• The Humanities, Culture, Continuity and Change, Volume 1, books 2 and 3 (note: be careful to purchase both books and the correct volume).
• You should also purchase a 3-ring notebook and a binder. You will need the notebook for class note taking, and the binder is advisable for any class handouts and study questions. You should date all handouts and place them in your binder in the order you have received them. Please bring the binder with its readings and handouts with you to each class (see below for more on handouts).

It is also highly recommended that you invest in a good dictionary and a thesaurus if you do not already possess these. 

The following materials are free of charge but required for this class:

Class Handouts: You may receive some reading assignments, explanations, or quiz reviews as handouts in class. It is your responsibility to maintain these in an organized fashion in your 3-ring course binder with your notebook. Whenever possible handouts will also be posted on the course webct site. If you lose a copy of a handout (of a homework assignment or image list, for example), please download a hard copy from the webct site.

Webct: As noted above, a webct site accompanies this course. Webct is a supplement that will provide occasional study supplements (music or images of works of art or other visual culture that is introduced in class but not in your textbook) and copies of certain class handouts. You must consult this site as a study aid to prepare for exams, and you will be required to use the Discussion feature for certain group assignments. To access the webct, log on to http://webct.dvc.edu and enter your student user name and student password. Click on the various icons to access materials. 

COURSE POLICIES / The Three “A”s: Attendance, Accountability, and Assignments 

Attendance at all lectures, discussions and screenings is required. Attendance directly impacts your grade, it will be recorded daily, and students will not be allowed to retroactively argue that they were present for a class for which they did not make their presence known. Tardiness or early departures are unacceptable. If students are late or depart early, they do not receive attendance points.

If an emergency or serious, unpreventable illness causes you to miss a class, you must obtain class notes from a classmate, complete reading assignments and research any missed visual materials within the week of your absence. In other words, by missing a class you create a lot of extra work for yourself; go to great lengths to stay healthy.

Please Note: You may be dropped from the class if you miss multiple classes. This in turn can impact your status in the study abroad program since you are required to be enrolled full-time. 

All assignments are due by the assigned due dates. Course assignments (such as homework or in-class writing) must be turned in according to their corresponding due dates. Late homework submissions are not accepted. 

All student work should demonstrate a critical engagement with and synthesis of the readings, discussions or film or slide screenings. This includes not only exams and papers but also homework and class participation. 

Participation in class and group discussions and projects is required. In this classroom you are expected to contribute to the learning environment and benefit from the active or participatory model of learning. You will have multiple opportunities to participate in class discussions and in smaller group discussions and projects throughout the semester. You will be graded according to the effort and thoughtfulness you put into these endeavors. Remember that participation does not require that you “have all the answers.” Rather, thoughtful participation demonstrates that you are engaged with and thinking about the course material and making observations. 

Classroom Policies: 
• Eating and drinking are not allowed in the classroom.

• Cell phones, beepers, headsets, pdas, and all other electronic devices must be turned off prior to class. Points will be deducted from your attendance / participation grade if you ignore this policy and you may be asked to leave. Should you forget to turn off an electronic device and it goes off during class, please turn it off immediately and plan to prevent this for all future classes. It is not appropriate to leave the classroom and take a call while class is in session. It is not appropriate to have any electronic device on your desktop.

• Students are not allowed to nap or work on material for other classes, read magazines, or engage in conversation or note passing with classmates during class. You do not receive attendance credit for merely showing up.

• Students should not make any sort of noise or distraction that can interfere with class in any way. Disruptive behavior includes talking amongst yourselves during class (even if it is about the class) and coming and going from class repeatedly. 

• Participate by raising your hand and project your voice so that all students can hear. Remember that you are part of a larger group and your contributions are important to everyone in the room.

Assignment Policies and Caveats:

No Make-up and no late work policy: 

Students should note that there are no make-up exams and assignments are due on the due date. It is imperative that you plan according to the quiz and exam dates identified on the syllabus and schedule. Please understand that this policy is not intended as an inflexible barrier to your success as a student, and note that you are allowed to drop certain scores from final grade. 

School Policies: While abroad all the school policies that normally apply to students apply in this course. All students are advised to review the DVC’s Academic Policies online at www.dvc.edu/org/info/policies/index.htm. These policies are typical of all accredited academic institutions. All are strictly enforced in this class including all policies regarding academic dishonesty as described in the following excerpt from the school catalog: 
Academic dishonesty is defined as: an act of deception in which a student claims credit for the work or effort of another person or uses unauthorized materials or fabricated information in any academic work. Academic dishonesty is a violation of the DVC ‘Student Code of Conduct’ and will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty diminishes the quality of scholarship at Diablo Valley College and hurts the majority of students who conduct themselves honestly.
ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS: Students will be evaluated on a combination of homework, exams, attendance, in-class discussions and projects, and written papers. These assignments will be explained in greater detail in separate handouts.
Homework: readings and screenings will sometimes be accompanied by assigned homework questions, and in some instances students will be assigned assignments related to local museum collections, public art or architecture. Students should type responses to homework questions and submit by an indicated deadline. The homework questions are designed to encourage your thinking and analysis, prepare you for the quiz questions and to generate class discussion. 
Mini-presentations: Brief presentations on course subjects, concepts, specific art / artists will be assigned to students. The topics will be assigned and explained in class.

Reading-based presentation: throughout the semester, small groups or pairs of students will be assigned to lead a class discussion of an assigned class reading. These 10-15 minute presentations will be based on reading assignments for the entire class. The presenters will analyze the reading, ask questions of the class and relate the reading to some other topic / art form in class. A full description of presentation requirements and dates will be distributed in class / webct.

In-class writing / brainstorming sessions: throughout the semester you will have opportunities to work in small groups to develop answers to specific questions / comparisons provided in class. Students will write their responses in class and will be called upon to share the responses orally with the rest of the class. Points for these assignments go toward your “attendance and participation” grade.

Final (group) presentation: you will work with other students on a final presentation. You will be assigned to a group based and you will work with your group members to develop a final presentation. The goal of this assignment is to develop a formal and interpretive analysis of a specific example of relevant artistic works. A written summation of your work must be submitted. 

Five Quizzes on readings, lectures and screened material will occur at predetermined intervals (see class schedule). The number of questions will vary (approximately as few as 15 or as many as 45) but all will cover specific ideas and issues addressed in the assigned reading material and in class discussions. Absolutely no make-up quizzes are allowed, however, two quiz grades may be dropped from your cumulative class grade. Even if you miss a quiz and opt to drop it from your cumulative score, you are still responsible for the material covered on the missed quiz. * Syllabus Quiz questions: Your first quiz will consist of questions about the course materials covered and also questions about this syllabus. Read this syllabus thoroughly and attentively to prepare for this quiz. 

Grading: Grading is determined by the following point system. 

Attendance / Participation *: 





200 pts.

Mini-presentation: 






50 pts.

Reading-based Presentation: 





150 pts.

Homework: 







100 pts.

Quizzes ** :







300 pts.

Final Presentation:






200 pts.

* Coming to class and being an active listener or participant in class discussions is considered “participation & demonstrated effort”. The in-class writing / discussion assignments count toward your participation.
**Note: Though there are 5 quizzes total, your two lowest quiz scores will be dropped from your final cumulative score. Thus, only 3 quizzes (100 points each) count toward your final score.




Final Grade Points:

Your final grade will be determined according to the following point system:

A = 900 – 1000 points 

B = 800 – 899 points

C = 700 – 799 points

D = 600 – 699 points

F = 500 – 599 points

STUDENT CONTACTS: You are all asked to use webct “Discussion” feature (on the left side of the screen when you log on to webct) to communicate with your classmates about academically relevant matters. For some assignments, this mode of communication with group members will be required.

On this page you should also write the names, phone numbers (please only use this if you are sure you have a landline or an affordable cell phone option while in Florence) and e-mail addresses of at least three other students in class. You may include additional student contacts, but collect at least three. These contacts are to be used for study groups. You are all responsible for staying abreast of all announcements and assignments made in class (usually made in the beginning of class) and for all lecture and discussion material.

Student Name    

/ Phone number(s)    


/ E-mail address
1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

Additional contacts:

4. ______________________________________________________________________

5. _____________________________________________________________________
