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      Humanities 118:  Introduction to Humanities

Film, Fiction & Criticism

Section 6336

     Spring 2011 • Florence, Italy
Instructor: 

Ruth R. Miller

E-mail: 

dvcforstudents@gmail.com  *

*please use this e-mail rather than my DVC e-mail for Spring 2011

DAYS / TIMES: 
MW 4:10-6:00 pm *
* Punctuality and full class attendance matters
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This class will examine literary works, films that have been made from those works, and the branch of philosophy called aesthetic criticism. Students will examine the aesthetic make-up of masterworks of literature and film, and will learn to draw intelligent conclusions about the structure and meaning of these works. More specifically, the class will focus on Italian films and fiction (with English subtitles or translations) drawn from a range of genres. The interdisciplinary and critical analysis of film and fiction will enhance our understanding of these forms, which are often considered in isolation. Students will gain an understanding of Italian film history, will learn how to analyze both the form and content of literary and cinematic works, and will consider ways in which both express aspects of Italian culture and both regional and national identity. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to:
• evaluate devices that create the aesthetic qualities of literary texts.
• recognize the cinematic devices that allow literary elements to be translated into cinema.
• evaluate to what degree literary ideas and elements may converge successfully with, or be transformed by, cinema.

• judge to what degree a work of cinema or of literature is aesthetically sound.

 
Students will be instructed in both formal analysis and content analysis of film and fiction and will learn how to compare and contrast the differences between the two. Through class discussion, oral and written assignments and exams students shall respond critically to works through a combination of analysis, synthesis and evaluation. Students shall learn to analyze works independently and through group collaboration. 
COURSE FORMAT: This course will combine lecture, screenings, in-class discussion, in-class group work and class project development, and student presentations. Students should take notes when announcements are made at the beginning of class, during lectures and class discussions and when viewing all screened material. 

REQUIRED TEXTS AND OTHER PURCHASES: 

The Garden of the Finzi-Continis, Giorgio Bassani 



Gomorrah, Roberto Saviano 






Pinocchio, Carlo Collodi 






The Tartar Steppe, Dino Buzzati 





Six Characters in Search of an Author, Luigi Pirandello 


Ways In: Approaches To Reading and Writing About Literature and Film, 

Muller, Gilbert and John Williams





All of the aforementioned texts are required.

• You should also purchase a 3-ring notebook and a binder. You will need the notebook for class note taking, and the binder is advisable for any class handouts and study questions. You should date all handouts and place them in your binder in the order you have received them. Please bring the binder with its readings and handouts with you to each class (see below for more on handouts).

It is also highly recommended that you invest in a good dictionary and a thesaurus if you do not already possess these. 

Class Handouts: You may receive some reading assignments, explanations, or quiz reviews as handouts in class. It is your responsibility to maintain these in an organized fashion in your 3-ring course binder with your notebook. Whenever possible handouts will also be posted on the course webct site. If you lose a copy of a handout (of a homework assignment or image list, for example), please download a hard copy from the webct site.

Webct: A webct site accompanies this course. Webct is an online supplement that will provide occasional study supplements or copies of certain class handouts. You must consult this site as a study aid to prepare for exams, and you will be required to use the Discussion feature for certain group assignments. To access the webct, log on to http://webct.dvc.edu and enter your student user name and student password. Click on the various icons to access materials. 

COURSE POLICIES / The Three “A”s: Attendance, Accountability, and Assignments 

Attendance at all lectures, discussions and screenings is required. Attendance directly impacts your grade, it will be recorded daily, and students will not be allowed to retroactively argue that they were present for a class for which they did not make their presence known. Tardiness or early departures are unacceptable. If students are late or depart early, they do not receive attendance points.

If an emergency or serious, unpreventable illness causes you to miss a class, you must obtain class notes from a classmate, complete reading assignments and research any missed visual materials within the week of your absence. In other words, by missing a class you create a lot of extra work for yourself; go to great lengths to stay healthy.

Nota bene: You may be dropped from the class if you miss multiple classes or parts of classes. This in turn can impact your status in the study abroad program since you are required to be enrolled full-time. 

Screening a film for a college class is quite different from screening a film in your leisure time. As college students of cinema, you will be expected to be unusually familiar with both the films we screen and the responses of your classmates.  It is not acceptable to miss any part of a class film screening or our discussion of it. Ideally, all films should be screened twice (one as a class and once outside of class in the school’s media area), though the second screening is not required.

All assignments are due by the assigned due dates. Course assignments (such as homework or in-class writing) must be turned in according to their corresponding due dates. Late homework submissions are not accepted. 

All student work should demonstrate a critical engagement with and synthesis of the readings, discussions or film screenings. This includes not only exams and papers but also homework and class participation. 

Participation in class and group discussions and projects is required. In this classroom you are expected to contribute to the learning environment and benefit from the active or participatory model of learning. You will have multiple opportunities to participate in class discussions and in smaller group discussions and projects throughout the semester. You will be graded according to the effort and thoughtfulness you put into these endeavors. Remember that participation does not require that you “have all the answers.” Rather, thoughtful participation demonstrates that you are engaged with and thinking about the course material and making observations. 

Classroom Policies: 
• Eating and drinking are not allowed in the classroom.

• Cell phones, beepers, headsets, pdas, and all other electronic devices must be turned off prior to class. Points will be deducted from your attendance / participation grade if you ignore this policy and you may be asked to leave. Should you forget to turn off an electronic device and it goes off during class, please turn it off immediately and plan to prevent this for all future classes. It is not appropriate to leave the classroom and take a call while class is in session. It is not appropriate to have any electronic device on your desktop.

• Students are not allowed to nap or work on material for other classes, read magazines, or engage in conversation or note passing with classmates during class. You do not receive attendance credit for merely showing up.

• Film screening time should not be used as “tune out” time. You are expected to watch attentively and thoroughly and take notes.

• Students should not make any sort of noise or distraction that can interfere with class in any way. Disruptive behavior includes talking amongst yourselves during class (even if it is about the class) and coming and going from class repeatedly. 

• Participate by raising your hand and project your voice so that all students can hear. Remember that you are part of a larger group and your contributions are important to everyone in the room.

Assignment Policies and Caveats:

No Make-up and no late work policy: 

Students should note that there are no make-up exams and assignments are due on the due date. It is imperative that you plan according to the quiz and exam dates identified on the syllabus and schedule. Please understand that this policy is not intended as an inflexible barrier to your success as a student, and note that you are allowed to drop certain scores from final grade. 

School Policies: While abroad all the school policies that normally apply to students apply in this course. All students are advised to review the DVC’s Academic Policies online at www.dvc.edu/org/info/policies/index.htm. These policies are typical of all accredited academic institutions. All are strictly enforced in this class including all policies regarding academic dishonesty as described in the following excerpt from the school catalog: 
Academic dishonesty is defined as: an act of deception in which a student claims credit for the work or effort of another person or uses unauthorized materials or fabricated information in any academic work. Academic dishonesty is a violation of the DVC ‘Student Code of Conduct’ and will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty diminishes the quality of scholarship at Diablo Valley College and hurts the majority of students who conduct themselves honestly.
ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS: Students will be evaluated on a combination of homework, exams, attendance, in-class discussions and projects, and written papers. These assignments will be explained in greater detail in separate handouts.
Homework: readings and screenings will sometimes be accompanied by assigned homework questions. Students should type responses to homework questions and submit by an indicated deadline. The homework questions are designed to encourage your thinking and analysis, prepare you for the quiz questions and to generate class discussion. 
Mini-presentations: Brief presentations on course subjects, concepts, specific art / artists will be assigned to students. The topics will be assigned and explained in class.

Reading-based presentation: throughout the semester, small groups or pairs of students will be assigned to lead a class discussion of that day’s assigned class reading. These 10-15 minute presentations will be based on reading assignments for the entire class. The presenters will analyze / interpret the reading and ask questions of the class. A full description of presentation requirements and dates will be distributed in class / webct.

In-class writing / brainstorming sessions: throughout the semester you will have opportunities to work in small groups to develop answers to specific questions / comparisons provided in class. Students will write their responses in class and will be called upon to share the responses orally with the rest of the class. Points for these assignments go toward your “attendance and participation” grade.

Final (group) presentation: you will work with other students on a final presentation. You will be assigned to a group based and you will work with your group members to develop a final presentation. The goal of this assignment is to develop a formal and interpretive analysis of a specific example of relevant artistic works. A written summation of your work must be submitted. 

Five Quizzes on readings, lectures and screened material will occur at predetermined intervals (see class schedule). The number of questions will vary (approximately as few as 15 or as many as 45) but all will cover specific ideas and issues addressed in the assigned reading material and in class discussions. Absolutely no make-up quizzes are allowed, however, two quiz grades may be dropped from your cumulative class grade. Even if you miss a quiz and opt to drop it from your cumulative score, you are still responsible for the material covered on the missed quiz. * Syllabus Quiz questions: Your first quiz will consist of questions about the course materials covered and also questions about this syllabus. Read this syllabus thoroughly and attentively to prepare for this quiz. 

Grading: Grading is determined by the following point system. 

Attendance / Participation *: 





200 pts.

Mini-presentation: 






50 pts.

Reading-based Presentation: 





150 pts.

Homework: 







100 pts.

Quizzes ** :







300 pts.

Final Presentation:






200 pts.

* Coming to class and being an active listener or participant in class discussions is considered “participation & demonstrated effort”. The in-class writing / discussion assignments count toward your participation.
**Note: Though there are 5 quizzes total, your two lowest quiz scores will be dropped from your final cumulative score. Thus, only 3 quizzes (100 points each) count toward your final score.




Final Grade Points:

Your final grade will be determined according to the following point system:

A = 900 – 1000 points 

B = 800 – 899 points

C = 700 – 799 points

D = 600 – 699 points

F = 500 – 599 points

STUDENT CONTACTS: You are all asked to use webct “Discussion” feature (on the left side of the screen when you log on to webct) to communicate with your classmates about academically relevant matters. For some assignments, this mode of communication with group members will be required.

On this page you should also write the names, phone numbers (please only use this if you are sure you have a landline or an affordable cell phone option while in Florence) and e-mail addresses of at least three other students in class. You may include additional student contacts, but collect at least three. These contacts are to be used for study groups. You are all responsible for staying abreast of all announcements and assignments made in class (usually made in the beginning of class) and for all lecture and discussion material.

Student Name    

/ Phone number(s)    


/ E-mail address
1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

Additional contacts:

4. ______________________________________________________________________

5. _____________________________________________________________________
