History 4.1

History of Western Civilization 1

Spring 2011
Florence
Instructor: Jeanette Ben Farhat
Email: jbenfarhat@santarosa.edu
Course and Objectives:

In this survey course, students will be introduced to the political, social, cultural and economic events that shaped Western Civilization from its Near Eastern roots to the Thirty Years’ War (1648).  Major topics include ancient Near Eastern civilizations, ancient Greece and Rome, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and the Reformation.  We’ll pay particular attention to these developments in Florence, from the fall of the Roman Empire, through the Black Plague, the battles between Guelphs and Ghibellines during the Middle Ages, to the rise of humanism, the birth of the Renaissance, and the reformist movement of Savanarola.

One of the objectives of the class is to develop a greater understanding of how earlier societies dealt with the problems they faced and how these societies shaped who and what we are, both in our social and personal selves. 
Required Texts:

Dennis Sherman and Joyce Salisbury, The West in the World, Volume I, 3rd ed.
Grading:
3 Exams



180 pts

Quizzes 



  70 pts
4 “Living Museum” assignments
  40 pts
1 oral presentation
 

  10 pts

2  “Treasure Hunts”


  30 pts

Attendance/participation

  20 pts

Total



           = 350 pts
Grading follows the usual standards 315-350 = A, 280-314 = B, 245-279= C, 210-244 = D, anything below 210 pts is an F.

Exams: You will usually be expected to answer one essay, five identifications, and some multiple choice/true/false questions.  You will be responsible for any material from the assigned reading and lectures.  Each exam will concentrate mainly on the material covered from the point of the previous exam; however, some comparison questions may appear.  There are no makeup exams except when the student schedules a make up in advance or is seriously ill.  
Quizzes:  At least one quiz will be given covering each broad unit of work.  The quizzes will be a combination of multiple choice and short answer questions. NO MAKE UPS will be given for quizzes for any reason or circumstance, but I may drop the lowest grade. 

Living Museum Assignments: For this assignment, you may draw from any of the many museums, churches, palazzi, or gardens of Florence or neighboring cities.  For the first assignment, find an artwork (including architecture) that corresponds to the Etruscan or Roman eras; for the second assignment, choose a work from the Byzantine era to the High Middle Ages; for the third assignment, choose a piece from  the Renaissance; and for the fourth assignment, choose a work or invention done between 1500-1648.  Tell me the exact location of the work and include a sketch or photo of the work, noting the artist and date, along with a paragraph or more tying the piece to a specific concept and page in your text.  How does the piece illustrate this concept?  You will be asked to give a brief oral presentation (5”) on one of these. You will be evaluated on how well you relate the person or event to themes discussed in lectures and the readings.
“Treasure Hunts”:   These are urban exploration exercises.  I will design one “Treasure Hunt” leading you to interesting sites in Florence from the 13th and 14th centuries.  You will work in groups to design a Treasure Hunt for your classmates relating to the era of the Renaissance and the Reformation/ Counterreformation.
Attendance Policy:  It is imperative that you come to class in order to stay on track and benefit from this course.  I will keep track of attendance.  You are allowed two excused absences; each consequent absence will result in a reduction of your total grade.  If you are often tardy, your participation grade will be reduced.  If you are not involved in the class I will consider you absent and your participation and attendance grade will be affected. 

Common Courtesy: Please be on time and do not bring food to class.  Quizzes are generally given at the beginning of class and you will not receive extra time to complete the quiz if you are late.  If you engage in private conversation during class, fall asleep, or are disruptive in any way you will be asked to leave and will be marked absent.

Academic Honesty:  You are encouraged to work with your fellow students to study for exams, quizzes, and review materials; however, any graded project or exam must be entirely your own work. 

Schedule of Readings:
Week 1
2/2

Introduction: First Civilizations









Sherman chapter 1




Week 2 
2/8-10

Ancient Greece
Sherman chapters 2 – 3

Week 3
2/15-17
 Rome from its origins through the Republic




Sherman, Chapter 4




Exam 1: chapters 1-4
Week 4            2/22-24
Roman Empire



Sherman Chapter 5
Week 5
3/1-3  

Byzantium




Sherman chapter 6
Week 6            3/8-10              The Early Middle Ages





 Sherman Chapter 7

Spring Break 3/14-18
Week 7
3/22-24
The High Middle Ages 




Sherman chapter 8



Exam 2: Chaps 5-8  

Week 8
3/29-31
 Late Middle Ages 




Sherman chapter 9
Week 9-10
4/5-14              The Renaissance and European Expansion





Sherman Chapters 10 and 12
Week 11
4/19-21
The Reformation 




Sherman chapter 11
Week 12`         4/26-28           The Scientific Revolution





Sherman Chapter 14

Final Exam
4/28

 Final Exam Chaps 9-13
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