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This course offers a unique perspective on the American political process as we compare the American and Italian experience in negotiating the central questions in politics: Who governs?  Who benefits?  And how do the rules of a country's political game affect this?  In this class, we will examine the interplay among the country's main political institutions and evaluate how this influences the ability of the public to control policy and the country's ability to respond to pressing economic and social problems. Where appropriate, we’ll discuss the similarities and differences between the U.S. and Italian political systems and compare how each country deals with issues such as freedom of the press, health care, food safety, immigration, civil rights, and criminal justice.
Requirements
Grading will be based on the following:

· 2 Midterms  (essay, ID and multiple choice)    

120 points
· Short writing assignments




  60 points 

· Quizzes



 
  

  60 points
· Attendance






  20 points


· Final Exam (essay, IDs and multiple choice)


  60 points 
· Total points possible





320 points 

288-320 points = A; 287-256 points = B; 255-224 points = C; 223-192 points = D; below 191 points = F
Texts
Greenberg and Page, The Struggle for Democracy 9th edition 

Articles listed below included in a reader.
In addition, students are expected to read a newspaper or web-based news site everyday to stay informed of current political affairs in the U.S. and in Italy.

Exams: You will usually be expected to answer one essay, five identifications, and some multiple choice/true/false questions.  All study guides will be included in the reader.  You will be responsible for any material from the assigned reading and lectures.  Each exam will concentrate mainly on the material covered from the point of the previous exam.  There are no makeup exams except when the student schedules a make-up in advance or is seriously ill.  

Quizzes:  At least one quiz will be given covering each broad unit of work.  The quizzes will be a combination of multiple choice and short answer questions based on the assigned readings (text and articles). NO MAKE UPS will be given for quizzes for any reason or circumstance, but I may drop the lowest grade. 
Attendance Policy:  It is imperative that you come to class in order to stay on track and benefit from this course.  I will keep track of attendance.  You are allowed two excused absences; each consequent absence will result in a reduction of your grade.

Common Courtesy: Please be on time and do not bring food to class.  Quizzes are generally given at the beginning of class and you will not receive extra time to complete the quiz if you are late.  If you engage in private conversation during class, fall asleep, or are disruptive in any way you will be asked to leave and will be marked absent.

Schedule of Assignments

I. What is the role of government? What’s necessary to support Democracy?  (week 1)

Required Reading:

Greenberg/Page (G & P), Chapter 1 
Alexander Stille, _The Sack of Rome_, pp. 1-18 
II. The Constitutional Framework (week 2)

Required:
G & P, Chapter 2 and the following primary documents found in the back of the text:
           The Declaration of Independence

           The Constitution

           Federalist Papers 10 & 51 
Italian Constitution
http:servat.unibe.ch/icl/it__html
Assignment: compare one feature of the Italian and U.S. Constitutions (10 points)
III. Federalism  (week 3)

Required: 

G & P, Chapter 3, Federalism 
Barbara Kiviat, “Who Really Owns the Roads,” 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1673288,00.html
Beppe Grillo, “The masters of the highways”
http://www.beppegrillo.it/eng/2008/09/the_masters_of_the_highways_1.html
IV. 
Public Opinion and Political Socialization (week 4)
Required:
G & P, Chapters 4-5

Recommended Web Sites:

www.pollingreport.com

www.ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/index_en.htm European Commission Public 
Opinion
Assignment:

Read some of the graffiti on street walls: what does this tell you about Italians’ political, social or personal concerns? How do these concerns compare to those of Americans today? (10 points)
OR take the political ideology quiz (10 points)

http://www.politicalcompass.org/
V.
 The Media (Week 5)

Required:

G & P, Chapter 6 

“The Prime Minister and the Press,” Interview with Alexander Stille, August 1, 
2004, PBS, Wide Angle

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/episodes/the-prime-minister-and-the-
press/interview-alexander-stille/2895/

Assignment: Compare coverage of a story in an American and a European 
newspaper (if you aren’t fluent in Italian, you can choose an English 
language paper such as The Guardian, the Herald Tribune, or The Times of 
London)  (10 points)
VI.
Political Parties (week 6)
Required:

G & P, Chapter 9
Assignment: Research one of Italy’s political parties and compare its ideology and platform to a party in the U.S.  Wikipedia has a “List of political parties in Italy” with links to the various parties.  Alternatively, you can talk to an Italian about the political party he/she supports and why he supports it. (10 points)
MIDTERM

VII.
Elections and Voting (week 7)
Required:

G & P, Chapter 10 
VIII.
Interest Groups and Social Movements (week 8)

Required:


G & P, Chapters 7-8 

Michael Pollan, “The Food Movement Rising,” NYRB , June 10, 2010
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2010/jun/10/food-movement-rising/
Recommended web sites:
Slow Food, http://www.slowfood.com/
Public Interest Research Group http://www.uspirg.org/
Assignment: Talk to an Italian at a bar or café and find out his/her perspective on the Slow Food Movement. (10 points)
IX.    
Congress (week 9)
Required:

G & P, Chapter 11
Assignment:  
Prepare for in-class debate on immigration reform (10 points)
http://immigration.procon.org
Yana Kunichoff, “’The Price That We Pay’ – Undocumented Workers and Taxation,” Truthout, June 6, 2010
http://www.truthout.org/the-price-that-we-pay-undocumented-immigrants-and-taxation60150
Hannah Nathanson, “The Immigration Issue in Italy,” Running in Heels, April 14, 2010
http://runninginheels.co.uk/articles/immigration-italy/
IX.
The Presidency and the Executive Branch (week 10-11)

Required:

G & P. Chapters 12 and 18 
Alexander Stille, “The Corrupt Reign of Emperor Silvio,” New York Review of Books, April 8, 2010 (or “The Triumph of Emperor Silvio,” June 2010)

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2010/apr/08/the-corrupt-reign-of-emperor-silvio/?pagination=false
X. 
The Judiciary/Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (week 11-12)

Required:

G & P, Chapters 14-16 
Maureen A. Howard, “A Lesson From Amanda Knox, U.S. Student Jailed in Italy”
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/maureen-a-howard/a-lesson-from-amanda-knox_b_529646.html
Final exam (week 12)

