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Studying international relations in Florence offers a unique vantage point from which to follow current debates on pressing international issues and to view American foreign policy from a European perspective.
This course has three aims: to introduce fundamental theories and problems in IR; to explore principal contemporary international issues; and to teach you to think and argue critically about issues of international relations.  We begin the course by defining international relations and looking at some of the analytical tools, concepts, and theories IR scholars use to study the behavior of states in the international system.

In the second half of the course, we apply these concepts and theories to a number of current issues: Special attention will be paid to the issues of migration, free trade, food security, global warming, war, and terrorism.  Finally, we will also investigate the feasibility of implementing policies that will improve the human condition in all nations.

Texts
Joshua S. Goldstein, International Relations. 9th edition, Pearson/Longman.  

Stay abreast of current international news by reading English language newspapers available in Florence such as the Herald Tribune, or using online sites such as the BBC, the Economist, and Foreign Affairs.  
Required articles cited below are available online or will be distributed in class.
Requirements

Grades will be calculated on the basis of the following:

1)
Two midterms (multiple choice, identification/short essay) 

120 points
2) 
Quizzes
 (multiple choice and/or short essay)



  60 points

2)
Group presentations/research project 
 

 

  60 points
3) Final Exam (multiple choice, ID, essay)




  60 points
4) 2 article reviews/oral presentations



.
  40 points

5) Attendance







  20 points
360 points

Grading follows the usual standards 324-360 = A, 288-323 = B, 252-287= C, 216-251 = D, anything below 215 pts is an F.

Article Reviews

Each of you will be responsible for reviewing two articles. In addition to submitting a written summary, you will be asked to summarize the article for the class and explain how it relates to the topic of class discussion. 

You should give the article's title, its author, and other bibliographic information.  The review itself must consist of the following elements:

· A brief statement of the article's main idea or thesis.  Ideally, you should be able to state this in 2-3 sentences.

· Three important arguments the author uses to support the main idea. The challenge here is to summarize the author's argument fairly and concisely without editorializing.  As always, be careful not to plagiarize, and avoid relying too heavily on quotes from the article.
· A summary of the relevance of the article to themes or concepts discussed in class and the text.

· Three questions you have after reading this article.
Group Research project
For this assignment students will work in groups of 2-3.  Each group will research and report on a contemporary international topic relating to either 1) European politics with an Italian emphasis, or 2) International perspectives on U.S. foreign policy.
You will turn in separate research papers and receive an individual grade (based on the quality of your research) as well as a team grade based on the effectiveness of your presentation and ability to relate your topic to themes discussed in class and the Goldstein text. You will also be evaluated by your classmates. A sign up sheet will circulate the second week of class to select a presentation date.
Your presentations should be approximately 10-15 minutes.  You should also be prepared to lead a discussion on the topic for another 5-10 minutes.

Suggested topics:

EU expansion

War Crimes Tribunals and the U.S. decision not to join the International Criminal Court

U.S. v. EU policies on the Arab-Israeli conflict, sanctions on Iran, or the war in Afghanistan
Immigration in Europe

Muslims in Europe

U.S. v. EU approaches to combating terrorism

The global financial crisis as seen from both sides of the Atlantic

The Lisbon Treaty: arguments for/against
Role of the European Parliament
Climate targets in the U.S. v. Europe

Trade issues between the U.S. and Europe re: food (GMOs etc.), agricultural subsidies, etc.
Free movement of labor within the EU

Views on Nuclear Disarmament in the U.S. and Europe
Schedule of Assignments
Introduction: What Does the International System Look Like? (weeks 1-2)
A. The Danger and Futility of Ignoring World Politics  
Goldstein, pg. 1-9 
· Gary Olson, "The Execution Class"
· BBC report, “The True Cost of Cotton”
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/documentary_archive/6564445.stm
· The U. S. and Europe: Current Issues

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RS22163.pdf
B. The Development of the Nation-State System 
Goldstein, Ch. 1, pp. 19-34, 260-271, 273-278
· Benjamin Barber, “Jihad v. McWorld”
www.theatlantic.com/doc/199203/barber
Theoretical Perspectives: How Do States Relate to Each Other? (weeks 3-4)
A. Realism: Power Politics (week 3)
Goldstein, Chapter 2 
· Thucydides, "The Melian Dialogue"

· Machiavelli, The Prince, Chapters  XVII-XIX, www.constitution.org/mac/prince00.htm
B. Critiques of Realist Theory 
Goldstein, Chapter 3
MIDTERM I: BEGINNING OF WEEK 5
International Conflict (weeks 5-7)
A. Causes of War 
Goldstein, Chapter 5
· David Keen, “’Who’s it Between?’ ‘Ethnic War’ and Rational Violence” from Media Conflict (Zed, 1999)

· Yayha Sadowski, “Ethnic Conflict: Think Again,” Foreign Policy, Summer 1998

www.faculty.fairfield.edu/faculty/hodgson/Courses/so191/GlobalIssues/EthinicConflict


Case Study: the war in Yugoslavia 

Group presentations begin
B.
Clash of Civilizations? 
Goldstein
· Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations”

· “Young, Muslim and French-- Headscarf Headlines Around the World: Italy,” Wide Angle, August 26, 2004

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/episodes/young-muslim-and-french/headscarf-headlines-around-the-world/italy/2625/
· Patrick Sabatier, “A Clash of Civilizations in Europe?”


      http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/clash-civilizations-europe
· Ahto Lobjakas, “Islam: Scholar Warns Europe of ‘Clash Within Civilization,’” Radio Free Europe

www.rferl.org/content/article/1067238.html
C. Terrorism 
Goldstein, Ch. 6
· Don Ediger, “Europe hopes Obama shifts on ‘terror,’”

www.aljazeera.com/news/articles/39/Europe_hopes_Obama_shifts_on_terror.html
· Chalmers Johnson, "Blowback," The Nation, October 15, 2001

www.thenation.com/docprint.mhtml?i=20011015&s=johnson
International Organization, Law and Human Rights (week 8)

Goldstein and Pevehouse, Chapter 7
· Global Crime (from Great Decisions briefing book 2010)
MIDTERM II: END OF WEEK 8
International Political Economy (week 9)

Theories of Trade and Trade Regimes 
Goldstein, Ch. 8
· "The 10 Benefits of the WTO Trading System: www.wto.org November 2001

· "Top 10 Reasons to Oppose the WTO" www.globalexchange.org
	
	


· C. Fred Bergsten and Lori Wallach, “Cooling the Planet without Chilling Trade,” Washington Post, November 13, 2009
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/11/12/AR2009111209923.html
International Integration and Money and Business (week 10)

A. 
Money and Business

Goldstein, Chapter 9

•   Responding to the Financial Crisis, from The Great Decisions Series 2011
B.       International Integration


Goldstein, Chapter 10
International Development (week 11)

Development and Underdevelopment 
Goldstein, Ch. 7
The politics of food (Great Decisions 2009, The Global Food Crisis)
Food and Agriculture Organization Press Release June 2009, “More People than Ever Are Victims of Hunger”

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/newsroom/docs/Press%20release%20june-en.pdf
Environment and Population (week 12)
Environment and Population 
Goldstein, Ch. 8 
· Peter Schwartz and Doug Randall, "An Abrupt Climate Change Scenario and Its Implications for United States National Security," Report to the Department of Defense, October 2003, www.ems.org
· Oxfam International, “Climate Alarm: Disasters Increase as Climate Change Bites” www.oxfam.org/en/policy/briefingpapers/bp108_climate_change_alarm_071
Cool Foods Campaign, “Is Industrial Agriculture Cooking the Planet?” and “From Field to Feedlot to Fork”

· http://coolfoodscampaign.org/your-tools/global-warming-and-your-food/fact-sheets/
· http://coolfoodscampaign.org/your-tools/global-warming-and-your-food/from-field-to-feedlot-to-fork/


Survival is still an open question, not because of environmental 

hazards but because of the workings of the human mind….It was recognized clearly and with compassion by Pope John….Underlying his messages was his simple thought; that the human race is a family, that men are brothers, all wars are civil wars, and all killing is fratricidal.




Adlai Stevenson "Pacem in Terris" Convocation, February 1965
